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This occurred on June 19, 1770. This is what the Lord 
was referring to when he said, "He will send out his 

angels, and they will gather his chosen people from one 
end of the heavens to the other" (Matthew 24:31). 

(True Christianity 791)
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Sunday Service - 
The Roseville New Church holds a regular service of worship the first 
and third Sunday of the month at 10:00am. The first Sunday of each 
month includes an opportunity to partake of the Holy Supper.

Sunday Social Hour -  
After every service we have tea and coffee, an opportunity to meet 
socially, sometimes more formally. 


Calendar - Included  


The Swedenborg Centre - 
The Centre is generously supported by the Sydney Society of the New 
Church and provides an independent and relaxing place to meet and 
discuss a personal approach to finding spiritual meaning. The Centre has 
a wide range of study materials, Swedenborg’s works, and books by 
supporting authors. The Centre and its director Joe Vandermeer can be 
reached on phone (02) 9416 2812 or email info@swedenborg.com.au 
Opening hours are Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm. More events 
details at www.swedenborg.com.au The Centre can also be used to 
answer enquiries about the New Church, its literature and its teachings.


Religion Is All about How We Live, 
and the Religious Way to Live Is to 

Do Good. 
(Doctrine of Life 1)



Roseville New Church Newsletter 
Issued by the Sydney Society of the New Church Established in 1875 

4 Shirley Road, Roseville, N.S.W. 2069 
Church Office phone: (02) 9416 7026 

Minister's e-mail : revhathompson@gmail.com 
On Facebook – Roseville New Church 

June/July 2025 
In This Issue 

• So You Think Things Are Bad Now? - Changes Since 19 June 1770 
• What if the World had Never Seen Van Gogh’s Art? - A Call to 

Action 
• Christine Gospodarczyk - Beloved Ballet Mistress 
• Swedenborg Centre News and Upcoming Events 
• Plans for a Special October Weekend: 

• Special Service to Mark the Society’s 150th Anniversary 
• Saturday Gathering Looking at the Next 150 Years 

Spiritual Shorts 
Our minister, Rev. Howard Thompson, posts a weekly 
video on his YouTube channel, Spiritual Shorts. Begun 
during the pandemic to support home worship, these 
videos underwent a format change in 2023. This new 
format dispenses with the “ritual” elements used in the 
previous videos and results weekly episodes of around 5 
minutes in length.  

Spiritual Shorts YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCsrICJGeGmrnXVawn_Y7UQA 
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So, You Think Things Are Bad Now? 
Each year on June 19th, the New Church commemorates an 
event that, according to Emanuel Swedenborg, marks the 
beginning of a new spiritual era: the Lord's Second Coming
—not in the clouds of the physical sky, but in the deeper 
truths revealed from the Word, and in the renewed freedom 
given to humankind. But as we reflect on this day, it’s easy 
to look at our world and think: If this is the New Church 
age, why does everything still seem so broken? 
It’s a fair question. We see division, injustice, moral 
confusion, and rising secularism. But consider this: how 
bad was it before? 
A World in Spiritual Darkness 
Swedenborg was clear: in his time, the Christian world was 

in a state of profound spiritual 
decline. He describes a church 
where faith had become little more 
than a slogan—“faith alone saves”—
repeated without understanding or 
transformation. People could recite 
creeds but had lost the ability to 
inwardly acknowledge that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the Divine Human. 
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In fact, many Christian leaders, when asked whether they 
could unite the ideas of the “divine” and “human” in Jesus, 
simply could not. Swedenborg calls this a form of hidden 
Arianism: a denial of the Lord’s divinity, clothed in outward 
religiosity (TCR 111). 
In True Christian Religion 
391, Swedenborg recounts 
angels lamenting the state 
of the church: most 
Christians knew only of a 
trinity of persons and the 
idea of faith as the sole 
requirement for salvation. 
They had little concept of 
the Lord’s unity with the 
Father, little understanding 
of Scripture’s spiritual 
meaning, and little 
awareness of how life after 
death actually works. Swedenborg saw the church as 
existing in a desert—a barren landscape devoid of living 
faith and understanding. 
And yet, despite this desolation, Swedenborg wrote with 
hope: a new dawn was coming. Not a cataclysmic ending, 
but a spiritual renewal. Not an apocalyptic end, but a 
heavenly beginning. 
A New Morning: The Second Coming 
According to Swedenborg, the Lord’s Second Coming is not 
a return in the flesh but a coming in the spirit and truth of 
the Word. It is the unveiling of Scripture’s inner meaning 
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and the restoration of a genuine, living Christianity. On 
June 19, 1770, Swedenborg wrote that the Lord called 
together His twelve disciples in the spiritual world and sent 
them out to proclaim this new era—the New Church. 

What changed? 
The spiritual barriers that once 
prevented people from seeing 
the Lord clearly have been 
removed. Divine truth is now 
available in greater fullness. 
The clouds (the literal meaning 
of the Word) now shine with 
glory (its spiritual meaning). 
The old structures—like ancient 
temples buried under centuries 

of dust—have been uncovered, revealing altars of gold and 
sacred spaces once hidden (TCR 669). 
This new revelation has restored the possibility of true 
conjunction: a real marriage of goodness and truth in the 
human heart. The Lord as Bridegroom now calls to His 
Bride—the New Church—in every soul willing to hear. And 
while not everyone answers the call, the voice rings out 
more clearly than ever. 
Have Things Gotten Better? 
Surprisingly, yes. 
While much remains broken, we 
now live in an age where spiritual 
freedom has been restored. People 
of all backgrounds can explore 
Scripture’s deeper meanings. The 
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universe is long, but 

it bends towards 
justice.”


Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.



idea of God as One—fully revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ
—is no longer rare. The understanding that religion is not 
just belief, but a life lived in love and service, is being 
reclaimed. More and more people, even outside formal 
religion, are turning toward compassion, justice, and inner 
transformation. These are fruits of the Lord's new presence. 
It may not be a utopia, but compared to the spiritual night 
of Swedenborg’s time, the dawn has broken. The sun is 
rising. We are in the morning of a new age. 
But... 
But this does not mean we rest. 
The Lord has cleared the path, but He will not walk it for us. 
The truths of the Second Coming place us in a new kind of 
freedom—the freedom to live as truly spiritual people. But it 
is our choice whether we will walk that path. 
We each have ongoing work to do. To reject evils as sins. To 
live a life of love toward the neighbour. To worship the Lord 
not just outwardly, but inwardly, by letting His love and 
wisdom transform our hearts and lives. 
The Second Coming has happened. The Lord is present. The 
clouds are parting. The question is not “Where is He?” The 
question is, “Will we follow?” 
Howard 

* * * * * 
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WHAT IF THE WORLD 
HAD NEVER SEEN VAN GOGH’S ART? 

When Johanna “Jo” van Gogh married Theo van Gogh, she 
couldn’t have imagined she’d change art history. Within two 
years, both her husband and his brother Vincent were gone
—one to illness, the other to despair. 
Left a widow at 28 with an infant son and hundreds of 
unsold paintings by a little-known artist, Jo could’ve walked 
away. Vincent had sold almost nothing during his lifetime. 
Critics had dismissed him. To most, the paintings were 
worthless. 
But Jo saw more than just canvas and paint—she saw 
Vincent’s soul in every brushstroke. She read his letters, 
filled with hope, suffering, and passion, and knew his story 
had to be told. 
She moved back to the Netherlands, ran a boarding house to 
survive, and began quietly organising exhibitions. More 
importantly, she shared the letters between Vincent and 
Theo—revealing a mind full of 
brilliance, not madness. Slowly, 
the world began to listen. 
In 1905, Jo curated the first 
major Van Gogh retrospective in 
Amsterdam. It changed 
everything. Critics reevaluated 
him. Museums began acquiring 
his work. His name spread far 
beyond Europe. 
Today, Vincent van Gogh is one of 
the most celebrated artists in 
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history. But it was Jo who made that possible. Her quiet 
resolve turned obscurity into immortality. Without her, the 
world may have never seen Starry Night or Sunflowers. Her 
story reminds us: legacies are often built not just by those 
who create—but by those who believe. 
#WomenInHistory #ArtThatEndures (found on “The Old 
Photo Club”) 
BE A JOHANNA FOR THE SSMN! (LET'S ACT!) 
You've just read the inspiring story of Johanna "Jo" van 
Gogh, the woman who single-handedly championed her 
brother-in-law Vincent's art long after his passing. She saw 
the genius that the world had overlooked and, through 
unwavering belief and tireless effort, ensured his 
masterpieces would eventually be celebrated. 
Think about that power of belief! Now, consider the vibrant 
community of creators within our own Swedenborg Social 
Media Network (SSMN). Across numerous platforms, from 
engaging Facebook pages to insightful YouTube channels, 
visually stunning Instagram accounts, thought-provoking X 
feeds, and even audio explorations on SoundCloud and 
TikTok, individuals are sharing their perspectives, insights, 
and creativity inspired by Swedenborg's teachings. 
Just like the critics who initially dismissed Van Gogh, it can 
be easy to scroll past, to not fully appreciate the dedication 
and passion poured into these online creations. But what if 
we, as a community, actively chose to be "Johannas" for 
these modern-day storytellers and thinkers? 
We have a unique opportunity to nurture and amplify the 
voices within our network. We've identified a wealth of 
content out there: 40 Facebook pages, 32 YouTube 
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channels, 29 Instagram accounts, 9 X accounts, 2 
SoundCloud accounts, 2 TikTok accounts, and even 1 
Substack account. Some creators, like SCV, may even have a 
presence on multiple platforms – simply pick the platform 
that suits you best! 
Here's how we can collectively make a difference, step by 
step: 
1. Find Your Focus: Explore the SSMN landscape and 

find the Swedenborgian channels or pages - just one or 
two - that genuinely interest you, so you’re not 
overwhelmed. 

2. Connect: Subscribe, Follow, or Like their page. Each 
platform has its own way of connecting, so choose the 
relevant option. 

3. Engage with New Content: When you receive 
notifications about new content, take a moment to watch, 
read, or listen to the content that interests you. 

4. Show Appreciation: Click that Like button! It's a small 
gesture that means a lot to creators. 

5. Spark a Conversation: Leave a Comment! Pose a 
question, share what you enjoyed about it, or even 
suggest a future topic. Anything that contributes to the 
conversation is valuable. 

6. Amplify Their Reach: If the platform allows, share the 
content to your own page so your network can discover it 
too. 

7. Spread the Word: If you come across content that you 
think might be helpful or of interest to your friends, 
recommend it to them directly. 
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Let's learn from Jo's extraordinary example. Let's be the 
believers, the encouragers, the champions of the talented 
individuals within the Swedenborg Social Media Network. 
Our collective support can transform dedicated creators into 
influential voices. Let's build our own legacy of recognition, 
together. 
If you’re not sure where to begin, or how to find these 
creators, you could start with my growing list, which you 
can find here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/
1dYEbIrv4pYYhttKA-MQY_qcYCpgTsPvCr352bOGtSuE/
edit?usp=sharing 
Rev. David Moffat 

* * * * * 

Christine Gospodarczyk 
Beloved Ballet Mistress 

Christine passed on this last weekend after several months 
of cancer. Her part in the Roseville New Church has been 
considerable, varied and over three decades and more. It all 
goes back to a school friendship 
in the early 1990s between our 
son and her son which brought 
us all together. We became 
regularly in touch. 
Christine was a longstanding 
ballet and dance teacher in 
Sydney, and a very good teacher 
and choreographer, getting 
excellent results in the world of 
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dance and in eisteddfods and exams. She had a lot of 
contacts in the ballet world and she set a high standard for 
her students to carry through. 

Two things took place in the 
mid-1990s. The first was that 
Christine applied to rent the 
church hall after school 
during the week, a move 
which expanded to become a 
considerably large ballet and 
dance activity, later on 
involving Tarkett flooring 
and bars on one wall. The 

Roseville Ballet and Performing Arts Studio. The quality of 
this shone out, most of all, at the annual Ballet Concerts in 
Glen Street Theatre, much enjoyed and appreciated by 
parents, and continuing over very many years till recently. 
She also hired several excellent teachers. 
The other development was the start of our weekly Saturday 
late afternoon Angel Service in the church, from 1995 
onwards. Christine was soon there and appreciatively 
comparing the approach we took with the rigours and guilts 
of the religion in which she grew up, over in New Zealand. 
Christine mentioned the Angel Service to friends and this 
led to others joining. 
In the early 2010s Christine told me one afternoon out the 
back of the church hall - we met most days by chance, 
somewhere on site - and said that she would like to become 
a member of the church. I talked with her and it quickly 
became clear she was spiritually completely at home with 
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us. In her own twinkling way, she said, "Oh, I'm not after a 
cheaper rent!" 
Christine had to cope with several 
medical issues over the years, and 
eventually decided to step back and 
pass the running of the ballet 
school to her daughter, Sophie, less 
than two years ago. 
Our love and condolences extend to 
her children Toby and Sophie, their 
partners and her two 
grandchildren. Our families were very close and we got to 
know some of her close friends too.  We will all miss her,  
but know that she will be able to move freely and dance 
again.  
Julian 

A Memorial Service will be held at the Roseville New 
Church on Sunday June 8th at 1:00pm. 

Swedenborg Centre News 
Jun/Jul Events 

Seeking Assistant Director 
To mark the 150th Anniversary of The Sydney Society of the 
New Church, we are offering a unique new opportunity by 
seeking an emerging philosopher as Assistant Director of 
the Swedenborg Centre. 
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The Swedenborg Centre, founded by the Roseville New 
Church over 30 years ago, is a non-sectarian hub dedicated 
to exploring the ideas of Emanuel Swedenborg—an 18th-
century Swedish scientist, philosopher, and Christian 
mystic whose work bridges science, spirituality, and ethics. 
Attracting thinkers and seekers alike, the Centre hosts 
lectures, supports research, and engages modern audiences 
through philosophical and spiritual dialogue. We are now 
seeking a paid Assistant Director—ideally a recent or final-
year student in philosophy, theology, or related fields—who 
is intellectually curious, communicative, and keen to help 
expand our digital and public outreach, with the potential to 
grow into a future leadership role. We welcome referrals 
and conversations about shaping the role or collaborating 
with universities. 
Please pass the word around, or put your hand up if 
interested! 
150th SSNC Celebrations / sesquicentenary 
As part of the Sesquicentenary (150th) birthday celebrations 
of The Sydney Society of the New Church, distinguished 
guests, the historian and entrepreneur Dr. Jonathan King 
and his wife Jane plan to hand over to us a historical 
document which they have kept safe since 1988 when Dr. 
King conceived and organised the highly successful public 
re-enactment of the sailing of the First Fleet from Plymouth 
(UK) and the landing in Sydney Harbour, to commemorate 
the original landing of 1788. That event happened to 
coincide with Swedenborg’s 1688 birth. Captain James Cook 
had set sail after spending 3 days with his friend William 
Cookworthy, an ardent student, translator and promoter of 

12



Swedenborg’s spiritual writings. It is interesting to note that 
the later First Fleet contained a set of the spiritual works of 
Swedenborg, and as a result this set was also carried on 
board the re-enactment fleet. 
If the opportunity allows (probably a night in early October 
2025), we would love Dr. King to give a short account of his 
significant history project. Stay tuned for more information. 
First Monday of the Month Free Spiritual Movies 
The Roseville New Church was recently the place for a lively 
gathering of movie-goers, who enjoyed their free popcorn, 
Jaffas and Maltesers while watching the first spiritual movie 
of a series of titles which will be screened for free on the first 
Monday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The series of movie titles (screened under licence) are: 
1. (May 5th) Seventh Seal (1957). Swedish black and white 

movie by Ingmar Bergman (already shown). 
2.(June 2nd) As It Is In Heaven (2004). Swedish movie 

about a music conductor who takes a mental health break 
in his childhood country town. 

3.(July 7th) What Dreams May Come (1998, famous 
movie by Robin Williams, Cuba Gooding Jr) 

4.(August 4th) Things Seen and Heard (2021). About 
Swedenborg's Heaven and Hell. 

5.(September 1st) La Belle Verte (1996, French). Amusing 
but insightful film, written, directed by, and starring 
Coline Serreau, which follows an alien woman visiting 
Paris from a heavenly green planet, shocked by 
humanity’s neglect of nature. This film blends 
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environmental themes with a sharp critique of 
consumerism. 

6.(October 6th) Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... and 
Spring, 2003. Korean movie directed by Kim Ki-duk 
about cycles of life, spiritual purification and karma. This 
film deals with spiritual evolution, and with nature as a 
correspondence of the soul’s growth. 

7.(November 3rd) City of Angels, 1998. A classic film 
about angels present with us, starring Nicholas Cage and 
Meg Ryan. 

8.(December 1st) It's a Wonderful Life, 1946. An 
enduring Christmas fantasy about an angel who saves a 
man's life, starring James Stewart as George Bailey. 

Dr. Maurice Nicoll Readings 
Change is inevitable, and so this recently new event is no 
longer offered. I continue to recommend that you check out 
the excellent works of Dr. Nicoll, but reading his works as a 
Swedenborg Centre event has taken a backseat due to 
competing activities, time-pressures, and a reduction in 
public interest.  
Holiday Ahead 
I will be on vacation from August 2nd and open the Centre’s 
doors again on September 6th. Hopefully I will come back 
with a tan, speaking fluent Greek and Turkish (I wish!!). 
Regular Events 
Here are the regular events. See https://
swedenborg.com.au/ for Zoom links and any last minute 
info. 
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- Free Spiritual Movie Nights start at 6:30pm on the 
first Monday of each month (bring your friends!!!) 

- Swedenborg readings are on 10am every 
Wednesdays. 

- Dr. Philip Groves readings are on at noon & 
7pm every Friday. 

- Swedenborg Saturday discussions are at 10am on 
the first and third Saturday each month. 

- Tuesdays at 11am is for studying the Word with 
Rev. Howard Thompson. Check the website for future 
dates, which includes Tuesday 27th May and 10th 
June. 

 
Enjoy these colder months, they are good for inner 
reflection or reading. 
Best wishes. 
Joe 

* * * * * 
Thompson’s Travels 

The General Church of the New Jerusalem, based in Bryn 
Athyn, Pennsylvania (U.S.A.) will be holding their nearly-
annual Clergy Meetings in June. As Howard is “on loan” to 
the Roseville New Church from this very organization, he 
and Debra will be attending the Clergy Meetings and 
catching up with their Stateside family. 
Fortunately, owing to our new twice-monthly service 
schedule, Howard will not miss any of our services. He and 
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Debra will, however, have limited availability from 16 June 
through 5 July. 

* * * * * 
A Busy and Exciting Weekend 

October 18 & 19 

It is with great joy and anticipation that I invite you to 
a very special celebration: the 150th Anniversary of 
the Sydney Society of the New Church. This 
milestone will be marked with a commemorative 
service on Sunday, 19 October 2025, at 10:00 
AM. Everyone is warmly welcome. 
Can you imagine? For a century and a half, people here 
in Sydney have faithfully carried the light of 
Swedenborgian Christianity—keeping alive a spiritual 
flame first kindled by the inspired writings of an 18th-
century scientist, engineer, and theologian, Emanuel 
Swedenborg. Through his heavenly doctrines, 
generations have found new life and a deeper 
connection with the Lord. 
As part of this historic service, we will also bless a new 
Holy Supper service set—one with a unique and 
meaningful connection to the history of the Sydney 
Society. It will be a moment of both looking back in 
gratitude and forward with hope. 
Please join us in honouring this extraordinary legacy 
and celebrating the continued life of the Church in our 
midst. It promises to be a deeply moving and 
memorable occasion. 
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* * * * * 
Looking Forward with Vision and Faith 

I did say it would be busy and exciting, didn’t I? 
While our hearts are full of gratitude as we celebrate 150 
years of the Sydney Society of the New Church, we are also 
mindful of the road ahead. I know I’m not saying anything 
new to our faithful readers when I note that we, like so 
many faith-based communities, are navigating a rapidly 
shifting landscape. In-person attendance—already in slow 
decline for many years—saw a steep drop in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The world has changed, and the 
Church must listen and respond with wisdom and faith. 
That’s why, on the same weekend as our anniversary 
celebration, we will also host a Visioning Day on 
Saturday, 18 October 2025, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 
PM. This will be a time for prayerful reflection, open 
discussion, and shared dreaming about the future of our 
society. 
How can we continue to worship the Lord in a distinctly 
New Church way? How do we bring the life-giving message 
of the Lord’s Second Coming to an increasingly secular 
world? These are the questions we will explore—together. 
Please consider being part of this important gathering. Your 
voice, your insight, and your presence are deeply valued. 
More details to come, but please mark you calendars. 

* * * * * 
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Minister’s Contact Information 
and Office Hours 

Rev. Howard A. Thompson 
Office Hours: 11:00 am - 4.00 pm 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
Email: revhathompson@gmail.com 

Phone: 0432 357 475 
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